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First of all I would like to say that this was one of the best parts in my life and I would strongly recommend every student to take part in an exchange program.

I was very excited and happy when I received the phone call that I was nominated for my study abroad semester. I decided to contact the second girl who was nominated for Newcastle and we got to know each other and did all the application together, which made everything much easier. Especially the first time in Australia was much more relaxed with her. Anyway, the application for the University of Newcastle was really time-consuming, but after some lost application e-mails I finally got the letter of enrolment which is necessary to get the student visa.  And I was really relieved when I had my student visa in my email account 24 hours later. 

Toefl test

It is required for the University of Newcastle to pass the Toefl test. This exam was really expensive and it was hard to learn for it. I decided to focus on English radio shows, the exercises on the CD of my book and I watched as many films in English as possible. 
Arrival in Sydney and Newcastle and finding Accommodation
I applied for the on-campus stay in the International House but unfortunately they only waitlisted me.  
My friend Nina (also from the University of Klagenfurt) and I arrived at Sydney airport on the 18th of July which was two days before the orientation week started. We booked a happy cabby taxi for going to Newcastle. It was about 60 AUD for a 2,5 hours trip. Taking the train is much cheaper but as we didn’t know how the train system worked and because we had all the luggage with us we decided to take the happy cabby. And we didn’t regret our choice. The cab driver already waited for us at the airport and drove us to International House.
My first few days in Australia I stayed with a friend and her family a little bit outside of Newcastle. She helped me a lot by showing me Newcastle and she also drove me to the Orientation week on campus.
There again I asked for a vacant room in the International House and I was lucky. Thanks to a nice girl from staff I got the last free room and moved in five days later. I’m really happy that I got the chance to stay there. There is no easier way to meet new friends and I had an absolutely awesome time in IH.  I can recommend it to every one who wants to meet people from all over the world, likes living in a community and who loves to party and have fun.  
The location of the International House is good. It is within walking distance to the University, has a good bus system and it only takes five minutes to the next shopping centre by bus. Unfortunately the nearest beach is 30 minutes away.  
University of Newcastle

I applied for four courses at the University but they are time-consuming and as I am no business student I skipped one business course. For an exchange student I would recommend to take part in only three courses because there is a lot of preparation work, assignments and group work during the semester. And it was also my plan to make the best out of my stay and see as much as possible from the country and meet its people. 
Finally, my three courses were:

· CMNS 1000: Introduction to Digital Communication

· CMNS 2060: Media Interviews

· CMNS 1290: Introduction to Public Relations
At the beginning it was not easy for me to understand the Australian accent but after about three weeks I got used to it and had no problems any more. Furthermore the teachers were very nice and helpful and it became a really interesting and informative semester for me. Especially Media Interviews was exciting because we practiced in a real film studio and had to do one exam in a radio studio. 

I was lucky because I had no final exams but I had more assignments during the semester. The assignments consisted basically of research which was sometimes really boring. 

Finally I would like to mention that our system at the University of Klagenfurt is really different from the Australian one. It was hard to understand what the teachers wanted to have in the assignments. Even though I didn’t get the highest possible points for my assignments my grades were good. Therefore my advice for next students, don’t freak out! 

