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Die IFF
ist eine Fakultät der Universität Klagenfurt mit Standorten in den drei Städten Klagenfurt, 
Graz und Wien. Durch Forschung, Entwicklung und Beratung sowie Lehre und Weiterbildung 
leistet sie Beiträge zur Bearbeitung gesellschaftlicher Problemstellungen. 
In den iff-lectures werden Themen der IFF durch Gäste oder MitarbeiterInnen der IFF zur 
Diskussion gestellt. 
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Prof. John R. McNEILL, Ph.D.

Georgetown University

THE COLD WAR: AN ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORY 

The Cold War (1945-91) is remembered as a global political struggle featuring the USA and the USSR, 
one that threatened to plunge the world into catastrophic war. But it was also an ecological process. 
The superpowers and their allies felt anxieties and entertained ambitions that drove them to try to har-
ness nature to the fullest. While in the deeper past states often tried to do the same thing, after 1945 
the capacity to control nature seemed almost unlimited, inspiring more grandiose agendas to bend 
nature to political purposes. This lecture focuses on the Green Revolution in agriculture, on transporta-
tion infrastructure, and on nuclear weapons programs, all seen as Cold War projects with widespread 
and enduring environmental consequences. 

J. R. McNeill has taught at Georgetown University since 1985 as professor of history, as well as being 
holder of the Cinco Hermanos Chair in Environmental and International Affairs and University Professor. 
He is the Interim Director of Georgetown‘s Mortara Center for International Studies and from 3/2010 
onwards will serve as President of the American Society for Environmental History. His books include 
‚The Mountains of the Mediterranean World‘ (Cambridge 1992), ‚Something New Under the Sun‘ 
(2000) ‚Blue Planet‘ (Campus 2003), ‚The Human Web‘ (2003), and ‚Mosquito Empires‘ (Cambridge 
2010).

to get more information, please see: http://explore.georgetown.edu/people/mcneillj/
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