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Abundance or Scarcity? 
The Limits to Growth Debate Revisited

The best selling environmental book in the postwar period was The Limits to Growth, by Donella and 
Dennis Meadows et al (1972).  It touched off a firestorm of protests and rebuttals, for it called into que-
stion assumptions about the earth that had been made since Columbus discovered for Europe the New 
World.  It seemed at the time that the economists and business interests effectively answered the book 
and that economic growth could continue without restraint.  But with the vantage of nearly forty years 
it is now possible to see that the book‘s main argument has, if anything, survived and strengthened and 
that the book marked a critical turning point in modern history.  Increasingly, the natural sciences have 
demonstrated the vulnerability of global systems to disturbance, so that now even many economists 
have begun to acknowledge the seriousness of environmental problems. Have we reached a new era 
- as called for in the book - a time for a „new Copernican revolution?“

website: http://www.history.ku.edu/faculty/index2.shtml#worster
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Die IFF
ist eine Fakultät der Universität Klagenfurt mit Standorten in den drei Städten Klagenfurt, 
Graz und Wien. Durch Forschung, Entwicklung und Beratung sowie Lehre und Weiterbildung 
leistet sie Beiträge zur Bearbeitung gesellschaftlicher Problemstellungen. 
In den iff-lectures werden Themen der IFF durch Gäste oder MitarbeiterInnen der IFF zur 
Diskussion gestellt. 
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